
This past Sunday we were reintroduced to our study in the Book of Acts.  From Acts 10, 
we read the story of a Roman Centurion named Cornelius who was the first gentile to 
receive the Lord along with the many others in his home that day.
The emphasis for our church and home ministries going forward is to inspire and excite 
our people to share the gospel!  Meg Chalupa’s testimony was a simple and profound 
exclamation point that God is in the business of saving souls first and foremost.  Our 
comfort and ease was never the reason for the gospel... saving souls from an eternity in 
hell is!
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Acts 10
There are two basic types of people who show up in churches...
1. The proud and broken who are the people who put up a good front but know their 

lives are a wreck.  A good example of this is Saul who became Paul.
2. There are the “Cornelius’” who could best be described as good people who are 

living decent lives yet do not know the Lord.

Cornelius was...
• (vs.2) A devout man.  He was an elite Roman soldier who was captured by the 

worship of Jehovah God.
• One who feared God with all of his household.   He reverenced, honored and 

submitted himself to the Jewish God which meant that he had put away the Roman 
idols he had bee accustomed to.  

• He was a good husband and father.   He was a man who inspired his whole household 
to follow in his good ways.

• He was generous.  He gave alms to the Jewish people.  He gave to the poor, to 
charity and tho the very people he had helped subjugate.  He was a generous man!

• He prayed to God continually.   In other words, he prayed to God before he knew God.

There is no shortage of “good people” in the world today.  But christians often equate 
being good with knowing God and it is our great privilege to be “Peter” to the 
“Cornelius’” of this world. 

Look what happens next.  Acts 10:3-6
• Cornelius wanted more... he was devout, feared God, was generous prayed and was 

a good husband and father...
• And then God spoke to him!

The Message to Cornelius
Acts 10:34-35...
• Good people matter to God!  The things you do matter to God!  
• God WELCOMES those who fear Him and do what is right.
• The problem is not good works or what God thinks about you, the problem is sin.



Sin...
• ...is universal.  See Isaiah 53:6
• ... always has the same effect which is ruined relationships with God and and man.
• ... causes death and separation from God.
• ... only has one antidote and it is not good works, or being generous or having others 

say that you are good.

Acts 10:42-43... “this is the One!”  Jesus is the final authority over man, and it is good 
news!  He has a proven character, he has a proven track record, He has power to 
change everyone who submits to Him
Verse 43... “And everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sin.”
________________
 Close...
Vs. 35... “The man who fears God and does what is right is welcome to Him.”
Our lives are filled with good people doing good things yet do not know the power of 
forgiveness or the life of Christ.  As a church, lets open our eyes to those who need the 
power of the cross and share the Good News with them.  


