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I want to share a great testimony from this past Easter Sunday.  Four brothers, ages 13 
to 20, accepted the invitation to attend our church.  I don’t know a lot about them except 
that like so many other young people, they have come from a broken home due to 
divorce.  All of them accepted Christ this past Sunday during the ministry time and came 
up to speak with me after the service.  I have to tell you, it was thrilling to look into those 
young men’s eyes and see the light of the gospel burning in each.  Please pray for 
these and others who accepted Christ on Sunday.  And pray for more and more who will 
come and experience the conviction of the Holy Spirit to be saved.
_________________________________
“Knowing the Power of the Resurrection”
 I had far rather walk, as I do, in daily terror of eternity, than feel that this was only a 
children’s game in which all the contestants would get equally worthless prizes in the 
end.  T.S. Elliot

The message Easter Sunday was not constructed to convince people of the 
resurrection but to convince people of the power of the resurrection.
The power of the resurrection extends beyond:
• Forgiveness of sins
• Friendship with God
• The power to live as God intended

The power of the resurrection extends all the way to something called “Eternity” or “the 
Everlasting” that comes after this temporal life.  When Jesus left the tomb, He 
conquered Death and now everlasting is the fate of every man, woman and child.  
___________________
The Costly Mistake...  Churches today make a costly mistake by not telling the truth 
about eternity.
• There is little talk of hell
• Little talk of punishment
• The inevitability of judgement has been replaced with catch phrases about bible 

thumping and “hell fire and brimstone.”
____________________
We want to believe only half of the good news Jesus preached and fulfilled.
• The first half is that we get a divine do-over... we can be born again.
• The second half is that not only can my life change here on earth  but my “eternity” 

can change from hell to heaven.
Remember the thief on the cross?  

“Today you shall be with Me in Paradise!”  Luke 23:43

The gospel is 
Good News because it tells us that we can change...
Good News because it instructs us how to live...
Good News because it gives us the power to transform...



And Good News because it changes our Eternal Destiny from hell to Heaven!
What is eternity in hell?  Remember, Jesus spoke more about hell than anyone else in 
the bible.
• It is a literal place.
• It is described in graphic terms - raging fires and the worm that never dies.
• There will be “weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
• Horrible suffering for the wicked.
• How long?  ETERNITY
“The bible teaching on Heaven and hell stands or falls together.”  Unknown

Eternity in Heaven is the opposite:
• No more time... no more waiting, no more fear of the future, no more schedules to 

keep.  
• No more tears... heartache will be gone, broken hearts will be healed and made 

whole.
• No more trials... Heaven is void of conflict, eternity is empty of trials!
_______________________
Close
Easter is Good News because it changes the playing field of Eternity.
It is CHANGE because a choice must be made... you can choose to live for heaven or 
choose to live for hell.

________________________
Discussion
One of the most important discussions we can have with people is the choice between 
Heaven and hell.  The basic question is simple:
IF you think you are going to Heaven:
• Tell me why  you are going.
• Tell me how  you will gain entrance.
Basically, you can discern whether or not someone is a Believer or “just believes” by the 
answer to that question.  If someone even hints that their salvation is based on anything 
other than the saving grace of the cross, then explain to them that all of the payment in 
the world cannot pay for even one sin, let alone the sins of of all mankind from the 
Garden till the return of Christ.
Don’t be surprised at the answers as well!
Also, be sure to have a plan going forward.  In other words, if eternity is real than how 
should we live?  Who should we tell?  What should my mindset be when I am 
interacting with those outside of Christ?
Hell will be such a violent and unending torment that no one should go there, let alone 
those who have Christians in their circle of influence.  


