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Introduction
The Book of Acts is officially titled “The Book of Acts of the Apostles” but, more 
accurately could be named, “The Book of Acts of the Holy Spirit because without His 
anointing, indwelling and baptism the new church of Jesus Christ would have been a 
shell filled with the same rituals and ceremonies of any other religion.  The Holy Spirit 
was the last effort from the Father to empower His creation with heavenly might.  When 
we read and study Acts, we see a church of holy power released to to spread the 
Kingdom of God.

Notes

Acts 5... This chapter can be divided into three acts just like a theater production:
! Act 1... Ananius and Sapphira
! Act 2... The Response of the Religious Crowd
! Act 3... The Commitment and Consecration of the Believers

This sermon centers on the final act.
Verse 29 is the whole message in a nutshell,

“We must obey God.”
_______________________________
A side note from Acts 5 is the passage from Isaiah 33:14-16.  Isaiah sees a time when 
people who “can live with the consuming fire... can live with continual burning.”  He saw 
the day of Pentecost when fire lit up the congregation of those who fully committed 
themselves to God. 
_______________________________
The church of Acts was first pure (as a result of the righteous dealing with Ananius and 
Sapphira) which made the church powerful.  “The church pure is the church powerful.”

Here is the secret of that church:
• “Obey”... The word is plain and simple.  It means obedience to God and obedience to 

His Word.  The first sign of a lack of purity is a lack of obedience.
• “Must”... Not, “I ought to...” but “I must!”  Compromise is a favorite word of the devil.  

The true church does not compromise, it doesn’t bend to the arguments of the world.
• “We...”  Peter and the apostles understood the command of unity nor did they wait for 

others to join them but took the burden upon themselves to stand up and commit to 
God’s call.

“We must obey God” safeguards us against:
! The power of opposition
! The paralysis of compromise

Close
What need to take  place in the church if we really desire a visitation of the Holy Spirit is’



• A return to purity
• A return to obedience
• A return to a fear of God

_______________________________
Discussion
Our church needs a good spring cleaning!  Just like we would clean our homes, we 
need to look in every corner of our lives and clear out the garbage and fifth.  As home 
ministries, the best that can happen is if people become safe and vulnerable... really 
trusting others to pray and repent with them.  
And then pray for the power of God to come in and fill the cleansed lives.  
• Share some of your own “hidden dirt” with your home group... “It’s hard for me to 

share this, but I really struggle with anger towards my kids.  I know this is something 
that the Lord wants to heal.”

• Encourage others to share as well... and don’t be afraid of the silence!  Just wait and 
give these tough times of sharing a chance to develop.

• End with prayers of repentance and an invitation for the Holy Spirit to come and heal.  


