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Introduction
When Jesus “went to the Father”, it was not just a going but a sending.  The reason 
that Jesus could promise “greater works than these you will do” (see John 14:12) is 
because  of the plan of God for His church.  That is to say, when Jesus returned to 
heaven and was seated at the hand of the Father, he would send the Holy Spirit so we 
would not be left to our own.  He would send the Holy Spirit who would both “be with 
us” and “empower us” with the life of God!

Notes
John 14:16-18, John 16:7... read these scripture together.  They declare the intent of 
Jesus in the sending of the Holy Spirit.  This is a key to understanding what “normal” 
church should look like.  A normal church is one that has both the presence and the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Read the example from the life of Jesus in Luke 3:22 and 
Luke 4:1, 14-15.  He left the Jordan full of the Holy Spirit, but the wilderness trial 
steeled Him.  When He walked out of the wilderness, He was not only filled, but full of 
power.

The beginning of the Holy Spirit age was the beginning of “the church in power” age 
and it is the same today as in that first century.  Remember,

Fullness tempered by trials results in power.  

The question that must be answered by each of us is this:  What defines a successful 
church?  
As a congregation:
• We are growing in numbers and buildings
• We have a solid reputation in the community
• We are extending ministry through programs year to year
Even those these things are important, they do not define success.  

A successful church is full of the power of God that changes 
lives both here and for eternity.

Now, go to the book of Acts to pick up where we left off last November.

Acts 4:36-37... Barnabas exemplified the fullness and power of the Holy Spirit.  He 
demonstrated extravagant giving that greatly blessed others.  But what follows is one 
of the most sobering stories in all of the Book.  
Acts 5:1-6... Things were going so well!  And then the Holy Spirit moves in a way that 
they never thought possible.

It had happened before:
• 2 Samuel 6

• David defeated the Philistines and took 30 thousand troops to take the Ark back 
home.



• The Ark represented the presence of God in Israel and there were exact 
instructions on how to move it.

• They ignored the instructions but full of zeal they did what was best in their own 
eyes.

Verse 6-9
• Uzzah (Ū-Zah) took it a step too far and reached out his hand to steady the ox cart.
• He was struck down “because of his irreverence”
• David became angry and afraid... just like many of us when discipline comes!

Back to Acts 5:4... “You have not lied to men but to God.”  The kind of irreverence that 
both Uzzah, Ananias and Sapphira displayed was insincerity and a life that was a lie.  
Though no one else might have known, God knew and dealt swiftly and severely with 
the sin.  

The end of the story is the same in both David’s life and the life of the early church.
• God brought great blessing out of the tragedy.
• David went and retrieved the Ark and brought it to Jerusalem the right way.
• Peter and the apostles were held in high esteem and regarded even by their enemies 

as being blessed by God.

Acts 5:12-16... The Normal Church...
• Sees the miracle of transformation over and over in people’s lives.
• Are held in high esteem throughout the community.
• Add to the numbers those who trust and fear God.

And I love the way the story ends... “and they were all being healed!”
_____________________________________

Discussion 
• This story is an important part of “growing up” and maturing as a church.  When we 

see discipline as God’s method of increasing our power and pruning our vines for 
growth, we are less apt to get angry and afraid.  

• Share a vulnerable story about a time God disciplined you as well as what you 
learned.  Encourage others to be vulnerable as well and share their own story. 

• Consider breaking up into groups of 4 if there are a lot of people to give everyone a 
chance to tell their story.  

There are two goals to touch in peoples lives through this sermon:
1. Do you need God to touch you with healing today?
2. Are you insincere in your walk?

Press the point in your home ministries!


