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The Terracotta Army is over 8,000 
strong, fully armed and fearful to 
behold... yet powerless to act!  Is 
this an accurate portrait of the 
church today?
• Able to look like warriors but 

impotent in power
• Having all of the weapons of the 

Spirit but lacking the power 
thereof.  

The question posed on Sunday morning was this...
“Is what you see in the church today representative of who Jesus is?”

________________________________________________

There was a time in American history (1830-1840) when society trusted the church 
because of the integrity and vision it cast.  Professor Mark Noll in his book America’s 
God  said that “because they (Christians) could demonstrate how their form of faith 
could vivify, ennoble, and lend transcendent value to the most influential ideological 
engines of the nation: republican political assumptions themselves, democratic 
convictions about social organization, scientific reasoning pitched to common sense, 
and belied in the unique, providential destiny of the United States.”
The society was looking to the church to solve the issue of slavery but instead, the 
church split into north and south factions, thus providing the catalyst for the Civil War.  
The church has never held the same influence again.

Now we stand at another crossroads.
• Will the church stand by and allow politics and business to take the lead?
• Will the church insist that the standards of biblical truth move to the forefront?
• Will the church meet the coming opposition, persecution and ridicule with grace and 

love?
What is needed is not just a resurgence of church activity but a revival of holy living.
________________________________________
The Book of Acts begins in the same place...
• Religion, politics and business ruled the day.
• Biblical truth was about to challenge the status quo.
• Persecution would follow that would escalate for the next two centuries.

And we need today what was first given in the opening chapters of Acts.  That is to say, 
a fresh visitation of the Holy Spirit, not the counterfeit of a materialistic doctrine of greed 
which has become the substitute for holy living.
• A revival of repentance



• A flood of holy awe
• A church restored to humility, service and gospel living.
• Not the clay soldiers buried in the tombs of “what used to be.”

A Brief synopsis of Acts 2

verse 1... Revival begins with unity.  As soon as the church slips into criticism, gossip, 
backbiting and clicks, unity is sapped.
verse 2... In the presence of unity, God came down.
verse 6... How can you tell a true move of God?  People come together.

What takes place is the miracle of evangelism.  Peter stands to speak to the gathering 
multitude and quotes the prophet Joel.
Acts 2:17... The power of transformative revival is set in motion by a prophetic vision 
and a prophetic dream.
• Sons and daughters will prophecy... in other words, they will tell the truth about God to 

their generation.
• They will gain a vision... vision is rooted in the future and is seen through the eyes of a 

younger generation.  This younger generation needs to get a vision of God’s glorious 
church!

• Older generation will dream dreams... dreams are “unfinished business.”  They are the 
incomplete visions of another generation.  Visions become dreams and dreams are 
the foundation of another generations vision.

• Don’t give up on the dreams of another generation!  Sow them into the next 
generation that desperately need a fresh vision.

Finally, the goal of the church is repentant revival in every generation.  It has been a 
long time since the fire of God has fallen in such a way that our American soil has been 
transformed, but it is not too late!  Lets pray, and pray, and pray that God would send a 
fresh visitation, a revival marked by repentance and holiness to our land again.

____________________________________
Be sure to allow your people to share their thoughts and stirrings about a fresh visitation 
from the Lord.  In fact, you might ask people if they have ever experienced such a 
awaking... most have not.
Begin to make a list for your home ministry as to what to pray for.  Direct the discussion 
to the “bigger issues” of our nation, the church of Jesus Christ, our own congregation.  
Help the people gain a big vision for revival and PRAY.


