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Introduction
There are many factors that combine to form a changed life.  The work of the Holy 
Spirit, the fellowship of the saints, the disciplined study of God’s Word to name a few.  
But what cannot be overlooked is the divine act of change that takes place in a person’s 
life when they accept Jesus.  At the point, that person becomes “the temple of the Holy 
Spirit.”  They are no longer just a person but now they are a resting place, a holy 
habitation for the Holy Spirit of God.  As such we are to clean house and keep that 
temple uncluttered.  
Nehemiah was faced with a similar situation of a corrupted temple when he returned 
after 12 years to Jerusalem.  Tobiah the Ammonite, the enemy of the Jews, had “moved 
in” to the temple.  Nehemiah’s response gives us clear direction as to how to deal with 
the “squatters” in our own lives that want to take over the temple of the living God.
______________________
Scriptures about “being the temple of the Holy Spirit.”
• Acts 2:1-4
• Acts 10:44
• 1Corinthians 3:16
• 1 Corinthians 6:19

The point is that Jesus walked this earth to live the kind of sinless life that would provide 
salvation to all of mankind.  He returned to Heaven and stood before the throne of His 
Father and presented that perfect sacrifice and complete payment for sin.  He then 
returned to this earth and presented Himself alive to over 500 in forty days.  He then 
promised even a greater blessing, “What the Father had promised”  which was the 
culmination of the great work of the cross called Pentecost.

Pentecost was the pouring out of the Holy Spirit and the filling of the disciples for 
service.  In other words, the temple was once again filled with the glory of God.

Nehemiah faced a day when God’s holy temple was defiled by the half-breed slave 
named Tobiah.  He took up resident in a room of the temple that had been dedicated to 
storing the objects of worship as well as the offerings given by the people to God.  In the 
same way that that “room” was occupied by an enemy, so the rooms of our “temple” are 
also conscripted by the enemy of God, the devil.

How does this happen?
Read Luke 11:24… This should stand as a sobering reminder in every believers life to 
do things God’s way instead of my own!
What is the solution?
Read Ephesians 4:27… “do not give the devil an opportunity!”



The key is accepting the authority of the Holy Spirit in my life.  Do you remember 
what Nehemiah did?  He threw out the squatter and filled the room with the tools of 
Godly worship.  

Close
Jude 20-21, Acts 10:45
__________________________
For discussion
1.   Instead of asking the obvious question “what needs to be cleaned out of your life?” 

first discuss what “some of those things are” in other people’s lives.  Things like 
alcohol abuse, pornography, immorality, anger, separation from spouses, laziness 
and others are more and more common in the church.  That means that they are also 
more accepted.

2. Include in your discussion “relational sins” which are bitterness, separation, clicks and 
clubs that exclude, anger and the like that “fill” rooms in peoples hearts all the time.

3. Make a plan as a Home Ministry to clean house!  


