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Introduction
I began Sunday morning’s topic with a reference to what is not happening outside on 
our construction site.  The steel has been delayed a total of almost two months and it is 
increasingly apparent what is not taking place instead of what is.  In the meantime we 
are doing as much site preparation and “flatwork” as possible... flatwork being 
concrete culverts, sidewalks and the like.  
What we want to see is steel beams going up in the air but we are left to wait.  Progress 
means movement, people and the building taking shape while flatwork is unnoticed no 
matter how necessary.  
The segue to Nehemiah is simply... I wonder if Nehemiah was feeling somewhat the 
same?  He was interested in much more than a wall or gates into the restored city.  His 
vision was to fulfill the destiny of the Jewish people and return them to a pure worship 
of God. While we are waiting 2 months for progress, Nehemiah waited seven decades.
_______________________________
Nehemiah 10:29-30
The vision was much more than a wall.  It was a return to God and His ancient paths 
where “the good way lay.”  For the Jewish people, it meant returning to the law given 
through Moses but also something more...
vs. 30... “we will not give our daughters to the peoples of the land or take their 
daughters for our sons.”
• They were committing to making their commitment stick through the generations.
• They were intent on having more that a religious revival but were committing to a 

Godly lifestyle that would affect the generations going forward.

An interesting phrase was used... “Taking on themselves a curse and an oath.”  An 
oath means a promise or a commitment.  It harkened back to a unique event in the 
history of the Jews which is found in Deut. 28:2...
All the blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you obey the Lord your God.
What follows are great blessings with the standout found in verses 9&10 (read).

Beyond the prosperity was the promise of a mature and holy life, something that 
Nehemiah and the leaders re-committed their lives to!  In other words, it is the same 
goal that Freedom Fellowship has... that we would be a place of true maturity and a 
place of obvious holiness.
____________________
Galatians 5:13-14
for the whole law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.”
I’m not suggesting that we get back under the law as those in Nehemiah’s day did.  I’m 
saying that this simple and profound statement fulfills everything that the Jews from 
Abraham to Nehemiah did.  This is the whole law fulfilled in one word!



There are three aspects of this that we need to commit to as a church:

1. Be in a community.  That is a home ministry, study group or leadership team.  The 
church is people and you will never know the security and holiness short of 
opening your life to others and serving them.

2. Hold your tongue.  This is one of the most important yet ignored exortations in the 
New Testament!  Read Galatians 5:15... “bite, devour!”  Also James 3:5&6

3. Release the blessing.  The words we use with one another are to be “seasoned 
with grace and full of peace.”  Ecclesiastes 7:21-22 tells us to not hold others 
words against them because we have done the same!  

These three aspects are a very short list, but how important if we are to reach the kind 
of maturity where God can use us in mighty ways.  
______________________
Thoughts and discussion
• Have each person in the group share what they will commit to “work on” in their life 

over the next couple of weeks.  
• Devise a simple plan for accountability and prayer to see the changes that might take 

place.
• One of the illustrations I used was the following.  Could your home ministry commit to 

a “snarky fast” and see what could take place as a result?

We've all heard the old adage, "If you can't find anything nice to say about someone, 
don't say anything at all." In a recent article for Salon.com, Lauren Frey Daisley tried to 
follow that advice for one month. She titled the article "My month of no snark." ("Snark" 
is a slang word that combines "snide" and "remark" and refers to sarcastic comments.) 
Daisley writes:

It started when my husband, baby and I drove away from a visit with my aunt, who has 
Stage 4 breast cancer. I thought back on the 30-some years I've known her. I have 
never once in all that time heard her say anything unkind. Not even in the subtext of her 
words. That's one [heck]—or, in this case, heaven—of a legacy…. I began to wonder, 
how would holding my tongue—or at least changing what came off it—alter my 
relationships?
That's when she began her "month-long campaign" to practice kindness in her speech. 
Daisley discovered that it's not easy to live without snark. Instead, she wrote, "It's so 
much cooler to be more sarcastic …. It says, I am so above this scene—above other 
people, even."

After her month-long experiment she concluded, "Kindness [of speech] doesn't have to 
imply repression. It doesn't rein in humor or impede the fight for justice. But it does 
require discipline and substantive engagement with others."
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