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Reconsecration 
After having completed the walls of Jerusalem and establishing a Godly standard 
among the people (see the commitments of the people in Nehemiah 10: 28-39) 
Nehemiah returns to his service in the Kings palace.  After a period of time, Nehemiah 
desires to return once again to Jerusalem.  Upon his return, Nehemiah discovers that 
Tobiah, the enemy of God’s people, has taken up residence in the temple.  Nehemiah 
immediately throws out Tobiah and all of his belongings and reconsecrates the temple.  
Having tossed out Tobiah and restored the temple, Nehemiah reminds and demands 
the return to the commitments made in Chapter 10.  The three Kingdom principles that 
follow are an all encompassing guide for Godly living.

Nehemiah 13: 10-31  The Three Principles from Nehemiah

1. Tithing Restored (Finances) Nehemiah 13: 10-12
!
Every time a people walks away from God you always see one of the first steps to 
restoring a “right relationship” with the Lord involves a recommitment to the tithe.
The power of this principle is less in the giving of the tithes (law) and more in the 
submitting (heart) of our finances to the will of God. When an individual or a people walk 
away from God one of the first things to go is always their financial commitments to the 
work of the Lord in their lives.  As in the book of Nehemiah, when a person walks away 
from submitting this area of their life to the Lord’s will it creates room for the enemy in 
other areas of our life, see Nehemiah 13:4-5.  When the Israelites stopped bringing the 
tithes it opened up a place for Tobiah to come and occupy within the temple.  Perhaps 
most important to remember in this passage is the spiritual implications for us.  We, 
being the temple, allow for the enemy a place when we live our lives un-submitted to the 
direction of God.  Nehemiah, a picture of the Holy Spirit, must be allowed to come in 
and not only clean out but also restore what we have allowed the enemy to occupy and 
destroy.  Only once we have done this can we once again find ourselves living in the 
fullness of the Lord’s blessing in our lives.

This principle of giving took a dramatic turn in the New Testament to go far beyond the 
tithe and into a life of generosity.  1 John 3: 16-17  Our generosity as believers is a 
direct reflection of the love of God in our lives.

2. Sabbath Restored (Time) Nehemiah 13:15-18

As life has progressively gotten more and more full of activity it seems that many within 
the kingdom of God place a smaller significance on the importance of the Sabbath.  
Nehemiah noticed that the people had not just forsaken that Sabbath but they had 
made it just like any other day in their lives.  Business was being conducted just like any 
other day on this day that was supposed to remain holy.  However, if we simply assume 
this principle is just referring to a single day we have missed perhaps the most 



important aspect of what the Lord was asking of His people.  Proverbs 19:21 says, 
“many are the plans in a man’s heart but the counsel of the Lord will stand.”  Too often 
we go about our days with no understanding of the Lord’s desire for what we are 
choosing to do with our time.  Sure, we want the Lord to bless it, but only because we 
are not convinced if the Lord is even in it.  Nehemiah was saying far more than don’t 
work on this day, he was saying commit all your plans to the Lord, let Him set your 
schedule.  

Matthew 2:27  The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.  
Too often we see the idea of Sabbath as an obligation before the Lord, as though He is 
just sitting in heaven waiting for us to rest.  He didn’t create it for His benefit but for our 
own.  As long as we see the Sabbath as something we do for Him rather than 
something He did for us, we will never receive the blessing and the rest that He desires 
to give us in it.  If we are to ever feel fully fulfilled in our lives and our families we must 
begin to commit all of our decisions regarding our time to him.  It’s a big step but one 
that is attached to a promised blessing.  

Jeremiah 29:11  For I know the plans that I have for you says the Lord...

3. Mixed Marriages (Relationships) - Nehemiah 13: 23-27

Perhaps the most alarming truth in this passage was that yesterday enemies had 
become todays marriage partners.
Nehemiah 4:7-8 This isn’t a mistake that is just made in marriages, it’s a mistake that 
many believers make in business, in friendships and in every social context.  We bind 
ourselves on an equal footing with those who abide by the principles of a different 
kingdom.  What appears innocent enough leaves us in the end looking back at a trail of 
small compromises that resulted in catastrophic defeat.  
The Israelites were now looking at children who not only didn’t know the history or the 
customs, they didn’t even know the language.  Their children were worshipping idols 
and forsaking the work of all that their ancestors had done before them.  Small 
decisions that led to major problems for God’s people.
Bill Gothard, “Whatever we tolerate in moderation, our children will indulge in to 
excess.”I have seen the truth of this statement in the lives of so many children which is 
why we, the church, must begin to hold fast the principles of Godly living in our own 
lives.  No compromise, no cutting corners, no loosening of the requirement, just a 
steadfast faith committed to all the principles of God’s word, especially when it comes to 
those we choose to join ourselves to.
1 Corinthians 15:33 Do not be deceived, bad company corrupts good morals.
Please don’t misunderstand, I am not saying that we are not supposed to actively 
pursue those outside the kingdom of God, just the opposite in fact.  We are to pursue, 
we are not called to join.  The purpose of the gospel of Jesus was to draw others to 
Him, not join them in hopes they become like us.  



Conclusion: 
! The book of Nehemiah is as much about finishing well as it was the rebuilding of 
our lives.  Too often we become like the Israelites, beginning full of hope but slowly 
fading and finding ourselves at the end embarrassed, ashamed and confused how we 
got to this place.  We need to finish strong and we need one another to do it.  We do it 
by committing ourselves to God’s word and His principles and committing ourselves to 
one another.  Finally, failure isn’t fatal and what the Lord has bought with His life, no one 
and no thing can claim a right to.  

Review the story of David from 1 Samuel 30 about taking back all that the enemy has 
stolen.  Whatever the enemy has stolen from you, your family, your time, your finances, 
your business is still rightfully yours.  Let’s start by taking those things back and see 
what the Lord will do once we recommit those things to Him.


