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Building Walls and Hanging Gates

The goal of the church of Jesus Christ must go beyond improving a life or family by 
good teaching and healed personalities.  The goal  of the church must be to bring 
believers to maturity which means to grow up to the point of reproducing in others what 
God has done.  Much of the church has lost its way when it comes to this appointed 
task and divinely spoken goal.  God’s vision for individuals as well as the church is for 
maturity!
“To grow up in all aspects into Him who is the Head.”  Ephesians 4:13-16
____________________________

The lesson on Sunday has the practical application of how to go from a child to an adult 
in Christ and is taken from Nehemiah 6.

Verse 1… Three facts from the verse
• The wall was completely build.
• The enemy stepped up his attack.
• Though the breeches were now closed, the gates and doors had not yet been hung.

Even though the wall was completed the doors had not been hung.  This is important for 
two reasons.  First, the conventional wisdom is that the entire project took only 52 days 
(Nehemiah 6:15), but that is not the case.  Nehemiah was “on the job” for 12 years 
(Nehemiah 5:14) before he turned the governorship to his brother so he could return 
and report to the king.  A careful reading of the these verses tell us that it took 52 days 
to hang the massive doors, 10 of them around the wall, which then “completed” the 
project in those days.  
Why is this important?  There are 3 things needed to complete anything worth God’s 
glory...
• A vision from God.

• A vision from God is something you cannot accomplish on your own. 
!  Habakkuk 2:2
• Single focus!  Selling out to that vision God has given.  Luke 14:26
• A deliberate and constant moving forward.  Luke 9:26

The point is this…. There are no super-human Christians, only those who claim to be!  
Even Paul knew this and lived life accordingly.  See 1 Corinthians 9:27

It is important to know that protection cannot be gained unless the gates are hung as 
well.  If the “wall” is a person’s personality, then the first step is certainly to take on the 
mind of Christ which is a long term project.  But the gates are just as important!
________________



The Gates in the Bible
Gates have several functions in the bible
• They are access and egress points to the city
• They were the place where city business was conducted
• In other words, the gates represented authority in a believers life.  Erecting the 

authority of the Kingdom in your life is what protects and rules a believer’s decisions.

That is why it is so significant what Jesus said in Matthew 16:19 concerning the “keys of 
the Kingdom.”  He has given us authority!
It is not just about rebuilding your personhood (the walls) but about taking the authority 
back in areas of life.
____________________
A Shortlist of “Gates” to be Hung and Guarded
• Your morality… including your marriage or your singleness
• Your children… Take authority in their lives!  Insist on righteous living and stop being 

afraid of them.
• Your finances… whatever a man sows, that is what he will reap.
• Your relationship with God… Don’t let others rule and dictate what your relationship 

will be.
_____________________________

Thoughts for discussion
Remember Matthew 16:19? 
•  What door or gate needs to have a key fit into the lock today? 
•  What gate needs to be raised?  
These are important days for families as well as our church.  God desires to see a 
church that is both healthy AND mature!  Let’s set our hearts to do the hard work of 
building people’s lives back but also to take the authority of the Kingdom and close up 
the city of God from attack.


