
Sermon Notes… May 13,2012

Lessons on Spiritual Warfare, Nehemiah 4

Spiritual Warfare is a theme that runs throughout God’s Word.  From the book of 
Genesis (Genesis 3:15) we read of the first disastrous encounter between satan and 
man, the result being the perpetual state of battle that has continued to this day.  
Throughout the history of God’s people the battle continued to rage between the sons 
and daughters of God and satan.  Until, that is, the cross. From that pivotal event in 
history, the tide changed and though we continue the battle, the end is both secured 
and in sight. 
_______________________________

The Cross and spiritual warfare… What took place

A “Lifeline” scripture…  Colossians 2:13-15
• He made you alive
• He forgave your sins
• He took the long list of debts that you owed and could never pay

He took it all and nailed it to the cross… but it doesn’t stop there.
Vs. 15…
• He disarmed the devil and his minions
• He publicly displayed and shamed the enemy in the heavenliness
• And declared victory over the devil

The final drama still to be lived out is found in Revelations 20:10 where the bible says 
that the devil is thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and false 
prophet are also.

And the church lives in the middle of these two dramas.  Satan, a defeated foe, still 
seeks who he can deceive, he seeks out whoever’s life he can destroy.

1Peter 5:8-9… Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith, 
knowing that the same experience of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren 
who are in the world.
__________________
So how can we resist him?
Nehemiah 4… Lessons from Nehemiah and his enemy, Sanballat
• Vs. 12… The enemy will be persistent… “They came 10 times and repeated their 

threats.
• Vs. 13… The Holy Spirit well be the one who will station His soldiers in the breeches 

of your life. (see Psalm 91:11-12)
• Vs. 18… “each wore his sword girded at his side.”  See Ephesians 6:11-17.  The 

importance of knowing and speaking the Word of God.



• Vs. 20… The Holy Spirit’s trumpet call rallies the church to come together.  If you are a 
member of the Body of Christ yet refuse the trumpet call to gather, you are fooling 
yourself.  Offenses, hurts, disappointments are not worth it!

• Vs. 22… I have never known a person who lives successfully with a divided heart.  
What was happening was those who were committed to build were going “home” 
outside the wall and listening to the naysayers and fearful.  Nehemiah instructed them 
to stay in the wall!  The bible doesn’t instruct us to be isolated from the world, but to be 
insulated from it.

__________________________
Topics you might discuss...
• What do you need from your “Nehemiah,” the Holy Spirit?
• Knowing that the enemy is actively out to hurt the Body of Christ, how might he intend 

to attack FFC in the season of building?
• What would you consider the most important spiritual “walls” to protect in our 

fellowship at this time?  

 


