
Sermon Notes… April 24, 2012

The book of Nehemiah taken at face value is a wonderful and inspiring story of unity 
and purpose.  Beyond the obvious story line is the undercurrent of biblical truth woven 
throughout the Old Testament.  By discovering the underlying purposes of the Holy 
Spirit, the book becomes a textbook for the church of today.
________________________

The Invisible Battle We Fight

One of the most important truths to understand about the book of Nehemiah is 
discovered through the translation of his name.  Nehemiah means “Comforter” and he 
is a picture of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament.  Look at what we have learned 
about him so far:
• He appeals to the king to send him to the broken down wall of Jerusalem

• The Holy Spirit was sent by the Father to rebuild our broken lives.
• He is not discouraged at the broken and burnt condition of the city.

• The Holy Spirit is never discouraged and knows how to do the miracle of 
restoration in every life given to Him.

• He inspired the despondent and discouraged people of Jerusalem to do what no one 
thought they could.

• The Holy Spirit speaks the truth, encourages the downtrodden and brings the 
comfort of  God to all of us.

Beyond his name are several key figures that are also central to the story that show us 
the ways and methods God employs to transform lives.  Go to Nehemiah 2:9.

Now the king had sent with me officers of the army and horsemen.

Not only does God send the Holy Spirit but He has also sent His angels to care for the 
saints.  Throughout the New Testament, we read about the activity of angels on behalf 
of the saints of God.  In other words, guardian angels are biblical, powerful, and sent 
by the Father to do battle for us against the enemy of our soul.  That brings us to the 
next truth in the Book… the reality of the enemy of our soul.

Nehemiah 4:1… Now it came about that when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding 
the wall, he became furious and very angry and mocked the Jews.

Sanballat was the governor of the Samaria and had absolute control over the area.  
Just like the devil, he controlled the territory and would not allow anyone to rebuild the 
wall of the broken city.  That is, until Nehemiah showed up.

• God sends the Holy Spirit to reclaim and rebuild the ruins of our life.
• He equips and anoints His angels to do battle as well as protect His children.
• He knows that the enemy is still in the land but by the power and anointing of the Holy 

Spirit, He fully intends to reclaim and rebuilt your life.



A beautiful picture of the restoration process is found in chapter 2:13.  Nehemiah goes 
out to inspect the wall under the cover of darkness.  He goes out by the Valley Gate.  
This was the place of human sacrifice from times before and was cursed and a place 
of great shame throughout history.
He then goes past the Dragon’s Well which was a place whose name tells the story of 
fear and dread.  Past the Dragon’s Well was the refuge gate.  It was unclean, filled with 
the castoffs of society and a place that no one would want to visit.
But then Nehemiah arrives in a formally beautiful and serene place.  Nehemiah 2:13 
says,

I passed on to the Fountain Gate and the King’s Pool, but there was no place for my 
mount to pass.

The Fountain Gate and the King’s Pool was also known as the “Pool of Shelah at the 
king’s garden.” (See Neh. 3:15)

“Shelah” means quietness and the pool was a place of tranquility and peace where the 
King went to be with the Lord.  This is what God intends for the lives of His children.  
He sends the Holy Spirit who is not discouraged at the scene of destruction He finds in 
the valley of death where so many of us live.  He passes by the reminder of the Serpent 
and walks beyond the refuge and rubbish all the way to the place where He intends to 
restore… that “quiet place” where we will once again commune with our God and live 
in the safety of the Kings Palace.

And that is why the book of Nehemiah is so important.  It tells the story in simple prose 
about our God, the Comforter and His army, as well as the enemy who hates the work 
that God fully intends to complete.
_________________________
Questions
1. What area of life has the Holy Spirit restored in you?
2. Have you ever experienced the presence of what you thought was a guardian angel 

in your life?
3. What lie of discouragement has the enemy used against you most often?


