
Easter Sunday Sermon Notes...“Jesus, Our Mercy Seat”
 “casting all your cares on Him for He cares for you.”  1Peter 5:7

Sunday was a wonderful day!  The worship and music was wonderful.  The videos 
were very well done and the building full of visitors.  Several people came to Christ and 
numerous others came for prayer and the full support of the Holy Spirit in their lives.  
The topic for Sunday was “Jesus, Our Mercy Seat” and my hope was that this Old 
Testament “shadow” would be brought alive, especially to our “Gentile” minds.  The 
Lord was so very faithful to fill the ancient world of the patriarchs with wonderful 
imagery and signposts that culminated at the open tomb on the first Easter morning.  
Everything changed when Jesus rose from the dead:
• The hope of real Peace (reconciliation) was established between God and man.
• Change (transformation) was now possible for the first time since the Garden.
• Broken lives could now be restored and made new.
• The Holy Spirit was released through the resurrection into every life that would invite 

Him.

Easter Sunday’s topic was one of the most powerful truths that culminated in the 
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus. The Mercy Seat was a place that every Jew 
through the centuries knew about but hardly any had ever seen.  It was the one place 
in the world that forgiveness could be realized, but only for a year.  Remember that 
“the blood of bulls and goats” could never be a sufficient sacrifice for the sins that I 
have committed.  
_______________________________
Notes:

The Passover season is one of the most important events in the Jewish calendar but it 
does not stand alone.  The year for the Jewish people begins sometime in the early fall 
with the Jewish New Year celebration known as Rosh Hashanah. (This will be 
celebrated on September 16, 2012).
It was during this week of Rosh Hashanah that the Jews believed that God judged 
every person’s deeds and decided who would live and who would die in the year to 
come.  The season ended with Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, when the priest 
would slip behind the veil to take the blood sacrifice and sprinkle it on the Mercy Seat.
Several other feasts take place before Passover in the spring.  It was Passover when 
Jesus’ blood was shed which was the prelude to Easter Sunday, Resurrection Day.
----------------------------
A brief description of the Holy of Holies
Inside the Holy of Holies, which was entered into only once a year by the chosen High 
Priest, were several pieces of holy furnishings.
• The Ark of the Covenant.  This wooden box overlaid with gold held a jar of manna, 

Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the law given to Moses.
• The Ark was covered by the Mercy Seat which was a pure gold “top” with two angels 

on opposite ends who were prostrate with their wings touching.  
•  It was above the angel’s wings that God told Moses He would speak to him.
 (See Exodus 25:22)



The picture is that between the law of God and the holiness of God was the Mercy 
Seat.  
---------------------------------------
It was called the Mercy Seat but no one ever sat on it.  It was guarded by the warrior 
angels who stood guard and must have looked as if all eyes were waiting for someone 
to take the rightful place on that seat.
We can all imagine what those Jews must have felt like... 
• Beloved by God yet judged because of their sin.
• Little hope, broken lives, no change and no power to change.

Paul understood.  In Romans 7:24, he writes:
Wretched man that I am!  Who will set me free from this body of death?

“Wretched”... A man who is exhausted by battle.
“This body of death”... The hideous form of punishment when a murder victim was 
strapped to the murderer... hand to hand, face to face, leg to leg... until the rotting 
corpse invaded every pore ending in a gangrenous and painful end to the condemned.

This is the body of death that Paul speaks of... an existence that begs forgiveness but 
is still strapped to a disgusting life that they cannot be separated from .  Even though 
there is atonement on the Mercy Seat it remained empty, waiting for the true Passover 
Lamb to take His place.
-----------------------------------------
Luke 23:50-56 ...The Burial of Jesus
• The bloody and torn body is wrapped quickly.  The blood soaking through into the 

fresh linen clothes.
• He is then laid in a new tomb, a fresh slab where no one had lain before.
• The tomb is quickly sealed until after the Sabbath.

Luke 24... 
• They came to the tomb at “early dawn”, before the sun crested the horizon.
• Entering the dark tomb in the gathering light, there was hardly anything they could 

have seen.  But one thing was clear, the body was gone!
• All that remained was the bloody linen that was laid in it’s place.
• Suddenly, two angels appeared bringing the glory of Heaven with them!

And this is the final scene of redemption carefully lived out before these two women.
• The cold stone of death beneath.
• The two warrior angels on either side.
• And the blood of the Spotless Lamb, the final Passover sacrifice, laid on the “Mercy 

Seat” once and for all!
• “Why do you seek the living among the dead,” they said. “He is not hear, but has 

risen!”
________________________________



Conclusion.... Romans 8:1-2
There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit in 
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and death.”

Matthew 11:28
“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”

Questions for Discussion

1. Do you still struggle accepting the complete forgiveness that Jesus provided at the 
cross?  In other words, how real is the payment that Jesus laid on the Mercy Seat on 
your behalf?

2. When you consider the loving sacrifice that Jesus made, how does it make you feel 
about God and what He thinks about you?

1. Do you think He is angry?
2. Do you think He is distant?
3. Does it make you love Him or hide from Him?

3.   Who do you know in your circle of influence that needs the mercy of God?  How    
      does these truths impact your prayers for them?


