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Sermon Title:  Nehemiah’s Desire For Unity
Scripture Reference: Nehemiah 2: 17-20

Introduction

1. Nehemiah 2:17  
You see the bad situation we are in...

 
It doesn’t take a tremendous amount of insight to recognize not just the difficult state we 
are in as a country but more significantly the place we are in as individuals.  Throughout 
the church we encounter lives in every state of destruction and ruin often times without 
real answers on how to restore their hope.  Nehemiah knew that they had to begin by 
identifying the problem.  They had to admit something was wrong.  Seldom do we need 
to look past our own lives to find problems that need to be fixed.  So what do we do?
______________________________________________________________________

2. Nehemiah 3:1 
Then Eliashib the high priest...

 Nehemiah 3 describes how the people came together to restore the city.  This was not 
an act of a single individual, they didn’t hire out the work, they took the time to address 
the situation and do something about it together.  Forty-four different groups of people 
came together to rebuild what not one of them could have done on their own.  
Nehemiah identified for them the key to success, unity.  They needed one another.  How 
often do we find ourselves trying to solve our problems alone or alienating those whose 
problems are too great or too offensive for church?

Remember, the walls had been down for over 100 years at this point.  How many times 
had the rebuilding been written off as hopeless.  I wonder how many little kids grew up 
thinking, “When I grow up I will rebuild the walls” only to be told it was impossible.  The 
answer was there all along and in the end it would be found in their neighbor and in 
them.  What they needed was each other.

Nehemiah 3 is significant because it personalizes the message of the cross: Love God 
and Love one another.   It establishes that no matter the length of time the walls in our 
life have been down the blocks can still be reformed and the wall rebuilt.

3. Nehemiah 3:28  
Above the Horse Gate the priests carried out repairs, each in front of his house.

I like to consider my heart as a doorway into my life and I can think of plenty of times 
when in front of that doorway I have placed stones to prevent others from getting in.  I 



have good reasons, it hurts, they won’t understand, they will reject me but at the end of 
the day they are just excuses.  I quickly realize though that I need others to help remove 
those stones, I need others to rebuild my life.  Nehemiah addresses this fear mongering 
of the enemy at the end of Chapter 2

In Conclusion

4. Nehemiah 2:20  
The God of heaven will give us success; therefore we His servants will arise and build, 
but you have no portion, right or memorial in Jerusalem.
!
It is time we take back the claims that the enemy has laid on our lives our families and 
our church.  It is time to tear down the generational monuments he has built in our lives 
and rebuild the walls that have been torn down.  Now is the time to join with one another 
in seeing lives restored, hearts opened and success being established through unity.  

_________________________________________________________

Discussion Questions: 

1. What relationships need attention in your life?
2. What areas of your life need a healthy assessment of damage?
3. What stones are standing in front of your “door” preventing people from coming in?
4. What excuses do you need to stop making for the damage before you can rebuild?
5. What “portion, right or monuments” need to be reclaimed for the rebuilding in your 

life?
6. What do you think we need to do as individuals and the church to begin to see this 

kind of rebuilding take place?


