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Introduction
Nehemiah was more that a man of prayer.  He was a man of action that stepped out of 
his comfort zone and into the remarkable fulfillment of prophecy in the rebuilding of the 
city of Jerusalem.  This past week, we studied how Nehemiah’s courage moved him to 
solicit the favor of the Persian king and begin to plan the great restoration of Jerusalem.  
____________________________________

Special Note
It has often been said that anyone can preach one good sermon.  The real skill in 
public speaking is doing it week after week.  So I thought that I would give you some 
keys to good preaching that could assist you as you do your own ministry “week after 
week.”
There are two main types of preaching... topical and expository.  Topical preaching is 
when the speaker decides on a topic and then goes to the Word for biblical truth that 
surrounds the topic.  Expository preaching “takes the point of the text as the point of 
the sermon.”  Both are important ways to preach the word and I have preached 
hundreds of each kind of sermons.
But if you are going to preach week after week, expository preaching is necessary.  
The current study in Nehemiah is an expository series that journeys through the book.  
There is no firm ending date as the book will dictate the time it takes the Holy Spirit to 
teach us the truths He desires.  
One of the keys to good expository preaching is to find the “themes” that run 
throughout the book that are like a drumbeat marking the rhythm and the rhyme.  
These themes are also “topical” so the two forms of preaching come together to form a 
blend of current need-meeting preaching with the substance of expository truth.  I think 
this is the best kind of preaching for the church, by the way.
Currently, there are several themes that we have talked about each week... hope, 
change, brokenness, and the Holy Spirit.  I would challenge you to hear those themes 
each week and ask the Lord to “exposit the deposit” of holy truth for your Home 
Ministries!
_________________________________

“Nehemiah Moves On”

If there is only one prayer you remember from the Book of Nehemiah (there are 17 
prayers total), let it be from Nehemiah 1:11...

“Make your servant successful today!”

That little prayer is packed with so much of God’s heart for His children.

• It is full of faith in God... “Father, YOU make this happen!”



• It is deliberate and full of hope... “Father, YOU want me to be successful!”

• It is living in today and not the past or tomorrow... “Father, I need your blessing 
TODAY and I know you have the grace to give!”

Nehemiah is a picture of the Holy Spirit as well as a picture of how the Holy Spirit works 
in the church today.  He is the answer to those who have all the problems and no 
answers, especially in the modern church where we are led to believe that we are to 
have all the answers and no problems.  A proper understanding of God’s Word clearly 
demonstrates that there is no plateau that we reach where troubles are finally put to 
rest.  But remember... neither will we be without the care and companionship of the 
Holy Spirit who will “give us success in all that we put our hands to.”

Nehemiah 2:5-8... the four requests that Nehemiah made to the king

1. To be sent to the broken city and discouraged people of Jerusalem and to rebuild. 

2. For time to complete the task... not a couple of months, but over a decade.

3. Resources to rebuild.

4. Protection along the way provided by the king’s army.

These are the same things that the Holy Spirit provides for the people of God.

1. The Holy Spirit has come to rebuild you... John 14:16

2. He has been given plenty of time to do the job... Hebrews 13:5

3. He has all the resources necessary... Romans 8:26

4. An army of angels has come with Him... Hebrews 1:14

______________________________________

Verse 19... Sanballat, Gershem, and Tobiah

But we are also introduced in this chapter to the enemy of God’s work.  Remember, 
“There is an enemy lurking at the building site of your soul.”  He is there to do two 
things... To lie to you and to make you afraid.  Every time a stone is laid in place, he’s 
there to tear it down.  (see 1:Peter 5:8)

Don’t become discouraged by the battle.  Someone has come to seek the welfare of 
the children of God and He is the all powerful Holy Spirit! He has come to rebuild you, 
He will never leave or forsake you, He has all the resources of Heaven and an army of 
angels comes with Him.  How do you access this great gift of God?  

Luke 11:10&13... Ask and the Father will send Him!




