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Nehemiah 1:1-4
Nehemiah’s life up until this point is an untold story in scripture.  Little is known about 
him which would seem to indicate there was not much to tell. Positionally Nehemiah 
though in a place of great importance was not where he ultimately desired to be, 
amongst God’s people. We can often times feel outside of our ideal position and yet still 
be exactly where God needs us to be.

vs. 2 ...and I asked them concerning the Jews...
!

• Regardless of having never been to Jerusalem or even met the remnant of Jews 
who lived there, Nehemiah had a burden for God’s people.

• Let us always make sure that God’s people and His heart for His church are 
always near to our thoughts.

vs. 3 ...“The Survivors”...
• Many times we encounter people such as these, survivors.  Maybe it is family, co-

workers, strangers, people who because of life’s circumstances are living within 
the ruins of broken walls and burned gates.

• How well do we recognize these people in our lives and what should be our 
response to them?

vs. 4 ...I sat down and wept...
• Nehemiah was moved with compassion for these “survivors.” Compassion is often 

the springboard of obedience to God’s will.
• We see in the New Testament the compassion of Christ towards people which 

always resulted in healing and grace
• The bible does not tell us exactly when it happened but at some point Nehemiah 

recognized that his position was going to play a large role in the lives of these 
survivors.

vs. 11 “...for I was the King’s cupbearer.”
!

Questions:

1. Are you positionally where you would like to be? If no, have you considered what God 
may be wanting to do with you there?



2. Can you think of a time where God surprised you with His plan in a place you didn’t 
suspect?

3. Who are the survivors in your life right now?

4. What do you think your response to them needs to look like?

5. How do God’s promises in John 15:16 and Jeremiah 29:11 affect your perspective on 
what God is doing in your life?

6.As seen in Nehemiah our first response should always be to pray.  Take some time 
right now and pray that the Lord by the power of the Holy Spirit will give you wisdom 
and compassion when dealing with these things.


