
Sermon Notes… February 5, 2012

Main Scripture… Galatians 3:3
Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?

The flesh that Paul is referring to in this passage is religious legalism.  In other words, 
he was speaking to the human tendency that adds to grace and suggests that our hard 
work is what is really necessary to walk with Jesus.  
Legalism can be so subtle and deceptive!  As important as it is to live a disciplined 
lifestyle and to work hard at self-improvement, the tendency of the human heart is 
always towards self-sufficiency which is the gateway to legalism.  Paul is stating to the 
church through history, 
Having begun in the Spirit are you now ending with the flesh?  Having been born by 
the Holy Spirit of God, are you now returning to the dead religious works to gain favor 
with God?

The Law Defined
• Formulas for success
• Self power, self promotion, self sufficiency
• Smallness of vision instead of the greatness of God
• My own strength, my own understanding all in my own abilities
• God as a spectator, a coach, a consultant… He is in the bleachers watching me play 

the game.

And this describes a lot of people in the church today who are bound by rules instead 
of free in the Spirit.  Jesus promised the Holy Spirit, not a re-do of legalism.

A Simple Understanding of the Holy Spirit and His Baptism
The Holy Spirit is the third Person in the Trinity.  He can be see working throughout the 
Old Testament yet not in His full measure.  Jesus promised that on His departure that 
“another Helper would come.”
• John 14:16-17… “and He will be in you.”

He then describes key attributes of the Holy Spirit.
John 14:26

• He teaches me “all things.”  Therefore, He must know all things!
• He reminds me what He has taught me.

John 15:26
• He tells me the truth.

John 16:12
• He teaches me how to live
• He will speak to me
• He will tell me the future



In other words, the key message about the Holy Spirit is, “He helps me.”  It is the 
opposite of self-help.  It is the power of God both to will and to do for His good 
pleasure.

Two Events that Need to Happen in a Person’s Life
1.  The Baptism BY the Holy Spirit
Read 1 Corinthians 12:13…  It is the Spirit that is doing the baptizing, the immersion, 
into the Body of Christ… into Jesus.  When we accept Christ, it is because the Holy 
Spirit has called, convicted and led us.  When you respond, you become eternally 
saved, a part of Jesus, a member of the Body of Christ.  See also Romans 12:4-5.

2.  The Baptism WITH the Holy Spirit
The second event is first talked about by John the Baptist in all four Gospels….
Matthew 3:11… “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
In other words, “You see me immersing people in water, but the Great One, Jesus, will 
immerse reborn people in the fire of the Holy Spirit.” 
Who is doing the baptizing?  Jesus!
Who is He baptizing with?  The Holy Spirit!
____________________________
Special Note…
I sincerely believe that the Lord has called us to return to the simple Gospel of Jesus.  
Paul said, “no nothing but Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  This means that our church 
needs to “dig again” the well of Holy Spirit power especially in a climate that is filled 
with legalistic schemes.  Leading people into the baptism of the Spirit is crucial to this 
goal.  
If you are unsure of how to do this, please call me and let’s talk!  There is no shame or 
dishonor concerning this but knowing how to lead someone through the baptism of the 
Spirit is vital to releasing the Holy Spirit power among us.  
____________________________
Close

Jesus final words to the disciples are recorded in Acts 1… “Wait for what the Father 
has promised…”  The promise was the baptism of the Holy Spirit which would give the 
new believers:
• Freedom from the law
• The presence of God
• The same power that raised Jesus from the dead living inside each of them
• In other words, life in the Spirit.

And it is for everyone… read Acts 2:38-39
How do you receive this remarkable gift?  Simply come to the Father and ask with 
humility.  James 4:6


