
Notes for Sunday, February 19, 2012
“Building People… Building Walls”

This past Sunday, I introduced a new series that James and I will be preaching over the 
next several months.  I would encourage you, as well as your home ministries, to read 
the book of Nehemiah as well as pray for understanding and wisdom.  It is a book of 
building and will serve as a template as we build back the broken walls of people’s 
lives.  
My challenge to us all this year is to find the most broken people we know and ask God 
for miracles.  Not only is this biblical, it is also practical.  In nearly 40 years of serving 
God, I have never seen someone less than desperate turn from sin and follow hard 
after God.  That is to say that until someone really knows their brokenness, they seldom 
reach out to God in a life altering way.
Also, I don’t know if Reverend Marvin Winan’s eulogy (Whitney Houston funeral) is 
youtube’d yet but it is well worth listening to.  I would invest the time if you can find it!  
________________________________
Sermon Notes

There are five key words that the Lord gave me for this year…
Hope, Change, Brokenness, Holy Spirit.

  All of these words are a part of re-building broken lives and will provide a track to run 
on as we concurrently “build the buildings” outside.  I want to remind you that this is 
not about a new “self help” program or trying harder to be good.  This is about the work 
of the Holy Spirit among us and His ministry though us.  God is going to bring us 
broken people but the key to healing will be through the power of God’s Spirit.  This 
does not dismiss us from hard work, lots of tears of compassion, late night phone calls 
and supporting those who can’t seem to get it together but our hope for change for 
broken souls relies solely on the power of God’s Spirit!

The Goal of the Church
The goal of the church is not to fix people.  That is the goal of God, the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit.  The goal of the church is to be…
• The congregation of the Redeemed “who say so.”  In other words, those who are 

vocal and adamant about their faith in Jesus.
• The living stones of the City of Refuge where “whosoever” can run and be safe.
• The congregation of those that leave the building to go to the highways and byways 

to bring home the prodigal, speak to the lost and demonstrate the goodness of God 
to the sin-filled and broken.

This is who we are called to be!  Between now and the time we open the doors to the 
new sanctuary, this is who we need to become.

Two Responses to the Challenge
1. As the walls of the building go up, we need to extend our authority and God’s grace  

in the places we walk everyday.
2. Choose to be a person like Nehemiah.



Nehemiah 1:1-3
• Men came from Jerusalem with the report that, even though the temple had been 

rebuilt, the people were “in great distress and reproach” and that the wall that 
surrounded the city was broken down and the gates burned with fire.

• Over the coming weeks, I’ll be explaining the scriptures in a way that will show clearly 
that God has a plan for broken lives.  Suffice to say now that the “temple” signifies the 
spirit of man (the temple had been reconstructed by Ezra) and the wall signifies the 
soul of man… the mind, will, emotions that make up our persona and personality.

• Even though religion had returned to Jerusalem, the people were broken, much like 
most of the United States today.  We are a nation of people who talk about God but 
are void of the changing power of the Holy Spirit that brings hope and change.

• “In great distress”… Fearful of the future, ashamed of the past and living hand to 
mouth.

• “and reproach”…  They were the laughing stock, what kind of a God were they 
worshipping who didn’t even supply a wall to protect them?

• “And the wall was broken down”… The wall defined the city and gave protection 
and definition.  The city wall defined the city and without it, they were a 
“reproach.”

• “The gates burned by fire”… The enemy made sure that it could not be 
reconstructed.  Life might go on but without protection or a proper identity.  They 
would perpetually be victims.

Nehemiah 1:4…”When I heard these words…”
What follows is Nehemiah’s response to what he heard as well as what he did about it.  

It is important to stop here and do two things in your Home Ministry.
3. Have each person BRIEFLY identify how their own life was broken.  Help them 

specifically identify how they were broken.
4. Identify the “Nehemiah” that heard and responded to your broken life.  Who was it 

that “heard” and did something about it?  Who was it that refused to turn away and 
started the process, through God’s grace, of re-building your wall?

Finally, end the evening with a renewed commitment to embrace the spirit of Nehemiah 
and become a rebuilder of broken walls.  Pray... at the end Nehemiah’s prayer in verse 
11 that the Lord would “give us success in all that we put our hands to.”  This is 
probably the biblical prayer that I pray the most for other people as well as myself!


