
A Note from Pastor Dennis
Our Special Offering will be received in three Sundays and  preparing for that Sunday 
is certainly foremost in my thoughts.  Yet there is a much bigger event that is taking 
place that takes precedence beyond January 29.  Our preparation is really for an 
unknown future that God has for our church.  The preparation of our people as well as 
ourselves goes far beyond a Sunday offering, a year of giving, breaking ground or 
even entering into the new building for the first time months from now.

God said to Jeremiah in 29:11 that He had reserved in His sovereign authority “a future 
and a hope.”  That is to say that the days ahead for those who desire to live out their 
lives honoring Him will be filled with the  blessings and companionship of the One who 
loves their soul.  

Friends, we are preparing for much greater plans than new carpet and a bigger 
nursery.  We are preparing for what we do not know while knowing the One who makes 
the plans!  He has a future that we do not yet know.  It is a future that will be filled with 
His purposes and His plans.  A future that will be filled at times with tension, joy, 
difficulties and great victories but most important, a future that will be filled with Him.  

These days of physical building are a necessary step in preparing the tools and space 
that are promised to be filled with the hopeful future that the Lord has already ordained.  
Let’s keep our eye on the bigger goal, our heart clear to His purposes and our hands to 
the hammer and plow that is our privilege to wield in His Kingdom.  
_______________________________

Sunday Morning Notes

“This plan began 13 years ago and now is the time to cross the Jordan and possess 
this land that is before us!”
The topic this morning concerns a litany of subjects:
• Sacrifice...
• Completing the task...
• Moving on...
• Being all that we are called to be...
• Seeing a bigger goal ahead that the one that is already behind.

We are once again at a Jordan crossing in the history of our church.  It is a place that 
represents either moving ahead into the promises of God or being content with second 
best.  For over a decade now we have been convinced of this path and have laid out 
the plans, counted carefully the costs that can be known, consulted with others more 
experienced and done everything that “due diligence” could ask.

The challenge is not getting our feet wet, though.  The challenge is two-fold:
1. Doing this God’s way.
2. Doing this in unity.



Main Text... Numbers 32
This is the story of the days that preceded the crossing of the Jordan by the children of 
Israel.  Two tribes, Gad and Reuben, determine that the best plan for them is to stay in 
the wilderness.  Read the first five verse of Numbers 32 and you will discover three 
important attributes of these two families.
1. ... an exceedingly large number of livestock....  They were wealthy.  You can 

prosper in the wilderness!
2. ... when they saw the land... They judged according to their senses.  They were 

good at business and could see what they needed to be successful.
3. ... (vs.5) do not take us across this Jordan... They settled for good and not best.  

Again, probably a wise business decision but not when it concerns taking a faith-
step and seeking God’s best. 

They came and said to Moses, “We’re good where we are and happy on this side of 
the Jordan.  No hard feelings, Mo, but we’ll stay put here in the wilderness.”  What they 
failed to see was that there was a bigger goal ahead than the one that was already 
behind.

Ever since Jacob had moved his family to Egypt 400 years previous it had been the 
goal of every Israelite to see the promised land.  Now, to these two tribes, it seemed 
“good enough” to them.

“That any Israelite should consider settling outside of the land of Abraham shows a 
disturbing indifference to the divine word on which Israel’s entire existence depended.”
______________________
Application
There is no doubt that some people, especially those who have been a part of our 
church over a long period of time, are quietly wondering about moving beyond the 
borders of our current development.  It is important that instead of trying to condemn or 
shame people to move forward (losing them in the process!) that we help them see that 
dealing with these issues is a normal part of the process.  
There will always be people who are satisfied with status-quo.  After all we are better off 
than many!  The issue though is what God has ordered and the goals that we have set 
were put in place many years ago.  
______________________
The issue at hand was two fold:
1. Unbelief… Unbelief in the direction God said to go,in the man God chose to lead, 

and in the ability that God had to keep His promises.
2. Discouragement which is the result of unbelief.  Moses said to the two tribes, “This 

is exactly what took place 40 years ago and now you are doing exactly what your 
fathers did!”  He refused to let unbelief and discouragement rule that day again.

Definition of discouragement:  To restrain the heart, to neutralize, to deprive of courage.
It kept Israel once before from moving ahead and it would cause it again if allowed.
• Unbelief causes Discouragement
• Discouragement causes fear



• Fear keeps us from trusting God and moving forward

How to Overcome 
The Divine Principle of Luke 6:38
• “Be merciful… receive mercy.”
• Don’t judge… won’t be judged.”
• Give… it will be given without measure.”
The principle is not about us being good givers, but about God being a giver!
He wants to do a work in us and confront what keeps us from whole hearted 
commitment. 

Closing
Psalm 133… A short psalm that catches the vision God has for the church.
Vs. 1… Unity must be a lifestyle.
Vs. 2… Anointing of the Holy Spirit
Vs. 3… The blessing which is “life everlasting.”  In other words, the Gospel of Salvation 
goes forth and people’s life’s are changed for eternity.

Make no mistake about it, Israel was supposed to settle but on the east side of the 
Jordan, not the west.  They were to settle closer to the sea that would eventually carry 
the Gospel from Jerusalem to Rome and beyond.  

Remember, on the other side of the Jordan is a whole new land of God’s blessing.  
Let’s go together!


