
Hope and Change?
Sermon Notes 1/23/12

I want to start off these notes with a meditation from Spurgeon’s “Daily Readings.”  He 
wrote, 

Doth Job fear God for nought?” Job 1:9
“This was the wicked question of Satan concerning that upright man of 
old, but there are many in the present day whom it might be asked with 
justice, for they love God after a fashion because He prospers them; but if 
things went ill with them, they would give up all their boasted faith in God.  
If they can clearly see that since the time of their supposed conversion 
the world has gone prosperously with them, then they will love God in 
their poor carnal way; but if they endure adversity, they rebel against the 
Lord.  Their love is the love of the table, not of the host; a love to the 
cupboard, not to the master of the house.  As for the true Christian, he 
expects to have his reward in the next life, and to endure hardness in this.  
The promise of the old covenant was prosperity, but the promise of the 
new covenant is adversity.  Remember Christ’s words - ‘Every branch in 
Me that beareth not fruit He taketh away, and every branch that beareth 
fruit’ - What? - ‘He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.’  If you 
bring forth fruit, you will have to endure affliction. ‘Alas!’ you say, ‘that is a 
terrible prospect.’  But this affliction works out such precious results, that 
the Christian who is the subject of it must learn to rejoice in tribulations, 
because as his tribulations abound, so his consolations abound by Christ 
Jesus.  Rest assured, if you are a child of God, you will be no stranger to 
the rod.  Sooner or later every bar of gold must pass through the fire.  
Fear not, but rather rejoice that such fruitful times are in store for you, for 
in them you will be weaned from earth and made meet for heaven; you 
will be delivered from clinging to the present, and made to long for those 
eternal things which are so soon to be revealed to you.  When you feel 
that as regards the present you do serve God for nought, you will  then 
rejoice in the infinite reward of the future.”

The reason I share this is because the subject of sacrifice is so often seen as a 
negative in the church today.  I love Spurgeon’s line, written in the mid-1800’s long 
before a “prosperity doctrine” was ever contrived, that “the old covenant was 
prosperity, but the promise of the new covenant is adversity.”  How true!  And when we 
understand God’s unique purpose in adversity and sacrifice, we embrace God’s way of 
discipline.  Read Hebrews 12:4-11 for more things to consider before you lead the 
discussion.
_____________________________________
Notes
(Be sure to concentrate the discussion on the offering to be received this next 
Sunday, January 29.  There are more brochures available at the church also if you 
would like to have some to hand out at your meeting.)



Our subject matter this past Sunday began with the often stated promise that so many 
in our world make today.  That promise is usually couched in “Vote for me and I’ll bring 
you Hope and Change!”  With hopelessness becoming a worldwide epidemic, the 
church of Jesus Christ is positioned for greatness.  Why?  Because all of the promises 
to bring hope and change through our own strength are failing before they get off of the 
starting blocks.  But the church has the one true source of real hope and real change... 
His name is Jesus.

Opening Scripture

I Corinthians 2:1-5... Paul came to the Corinthians from Athens where he spoke to the 
great thinkers of the ancient world yet very little fruit came about.  When he arrived in 
Corinth, he came “not with persuasive words of wisdom” like in Athens, but knowing 
nothing except “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” and “demonstrations of the Spirit and 
power.”  Real hope and change came about as the result of Paul’s leaning hard of the 
arm of the Lord!

Definition of Biblical Hope...
Biblical hope means to expect with confidence and is a gift given at salvation.  Every 
believer has the same hope placed in him to fulfill their commission as saints of God 
and citizens of the Kingdom.
• Hope is the gift of God.
• Hope is promised in the New Covenant.
• Hope is the fuel of faith.
• Hope is what separates success from mediocrity.

And the world is hopeless today as well as hoping in the wrong message.

The secret ingredient that takes you from hope to change...
Note:  This is the crux of the message as we begin the process of raising the needed 
money to start building.

If Hope is the gift... and Change (which means transformation) is the goal, then the 
question is, “What is the bridge that will connect the two together?”  
The answer is that  the bridge between these two is called Sacrifice.
   

See the story of the Rich Young Ruler that proceeds Mark 10:29-31.
The young man had great hope in Jesus.  That is why he came to him!  The young man 
also had a desire to change... to become more worthy in God’s eyes.  Jesus’ response 
to him was rooted solely in sacrifice.  In other words, what Jesus promised him was 
that if he would sacrifice what he had for the Kingdom, transformation beyond his 
wildest dreams would take place.
• The question as it concerns “sacrifice” is not about “how much” or even about “what 

are we sacrificing for” (a building, a mission, a personality.)



• The question is about what your hope is in... is your hope in a greater kingdom than 
this world, a greater glory than a new house house and car, a greater promise than a 
paycheck, a greater goal than retirement?

Sacrifice is a part of every story of greatness. It is the story of faith and redemption.  
And now is the time between the hope that God has given us and what God wants 
us to be to sacrifice to God.  

 Romans 8:32 should be highlighted, discussed and decided upon by every person...
He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not 
also with Him freely give us all things?
_________________________________
Close
A greater point of sacrifice than ever before is being required of us all.
• Lets get crazy about sacrifice!
• Don’t hold back, don’t talk yourself out of what God says, don’t listen to the nay 

sayers and the cynical voices that question every little move forward of the church.
• And remember Acts 18:10... “I have many people in this city.”  

Jesus has given us a great Hope in Him.  Jesus has promised to change and transform 
us continually until we see Him face to face.  Our part is to walk the bridge of Sacrifice 
and rejoice that God will multiply what we give all the way to eternity.


