
Finishing Well
Sermon Notes 1/15/12

A Note from Dennis
I was very encouraged by several comments after this Sunday’s ministry.  Though it is 
always nice to hear “nice” things, the more important part of ministry is knowing that 
we are on track with where God is going.  This year will be a bellwether year for 
Freedom Fellowship.  Now, I can already hear what you are thinking as you read that 
last sentence... “What the heck is a bellwether?!?!?”

The bellwether was the leading sheep in a flock that had a bell on its neck.  In other 
words, this year will set the pace of the coming years at Freedom.  This year will be a 
predictor, indicator, the harbinger of the future years until the Lord comes. Why?
Because the Lord tests us to see what our resolve really is, not just what we say it is.  
And the degree that we enter into this project will tell more about how sure and 
committed we are to our calling than all the sermons we could preach.

Beyond all of our personal challenges is the challenge for the soul of our nation.  I 
believe that the church in America will experience her finest hours in the decade to 
come and I intend to lead FFC to the front of the battle line.  I know that is your heart, 
too, so dig into God’s Word, dig into people’s hearts and lead them to the finest hours 
ahead for our church.
_________________________________

Main Scriptures... Read the story of King Asa in its entirety from 2 Chronicles 
14,15,16.  

Introduction... Finishing Well
These are days of preparation for our sacrificial offering and the construction that  is 
soon to come.  
• The largest expansion in the history of our church.
• This will require the greatest sacrifice of time, energy and finances we have never 

given.

But the potential is even greater.  The potential is to influence our community in ways 
we’ve only dreamed of to this date and that means that we not only welcome and 
embrace those who are broken but have the resources, skills and empathy necessary 
to be used by God to heal.

King Asa’s Story... 3 parts

1. The beginning
1. Asa began by dealing with rampant sin in the land of Judah
2. He separated himself from the generations of the past.
3. He inspired the people to serve God.



Read 2 Chronicles 14:6,7
His defining moment in these beginning years was to act wisely in the time of peace 
that the Lord had given.  Instead of assuming that everything would continue in 
peace, he shored up the defenses of Judah and prepared for the tough times that 
were sure to come.  Then the defining moment of his reign takes place.  Verse 9 
describes a million man army that attacks from Ethiopia and the great prayer that Asa 
prays in verse 11. A great victory ensued and Judah was saved.

2.  The Middle Years... 35 years later.
Baasha, the King of Israel starts aggressive action against Asa and Judah.
Instead of turning to the Lord, Asa turns to a heathen kingdom and takes the gold 
and silver from the temple to “buy” allegiance.

Something happened in the middle years.  In the past, Asa turned with humility to the 
Lord.  Now he turns to a convenient solution of a heathen culture.  God sends a 
prophet (2 Cron. 16:7) who brings a rebuke to Asa.  The issue is one of 
“wholehearted devotion” but Asa’s heart had become “bent” along the way.  
_____________________________
Application
The greatest challenge in following God is to not become “bent” along the way.  The 
world is satisfied with mediocrity and half-heartedness.  A “bent” heat will turn to the 
worlds solution instead of renewing a commitment to God.
_____________________________

3.  The Final Years
•  The end of Asa’s life was not good.

• His bent heart became bitter.
• His bitter heart made him proud.
• His proud heart refused to even seek God in the end.

He got sick and the bible records that to his dying breath, he refused to ask God for 
help (2 Cron. 16:12).
Is your heart wholly devoted to Him?
Psalm 24:3-6

3 Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD ? And who may stand in His 
holy place ? 4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not 
lifted up his soul to falsehood And has not sworn deceitfully. 5 He shall 
receive a blessing from the LORD And righteousness from the God of his 
salvation. 6 This is the generation of those who seek Him, Who seek Your 
face -even Jacob. Selah.


