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It is unsettling to look around and see believers so overwhelmed with life that it seems 
all joy has been robbed from them.  Even more so is the attitude that those outside “the 
church” seem to have towards those believers.  
Joy was given in the Gospel.  It is one of the gifts that the heavenly Father bestowed 
upon His people when He sent His Son.  The Church is called to make joy a standard in 
the lives of those who are called by the name above all names...Jesus Christ.

Opening Scripture:  
Luke 2: 1-20
!

vs. 10 “I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people...”

•  The good news of Jesus is always accompanied by great joy.
•  Only the good news of Jesus can bring everlasting joy.

! vs. 8-14 “In the same region there were some shepherds...”

•  Considered unclean by the orthodox people of the day.
•  They were unable to keep the law because of their position.
•  Couldn’t keep the ceremonial washings and ritual.

These shepherds were unable to fulfill the law because of the requirements of their 
sheep so God sent a Savior to fulfill the law for them.  The implications of what this 
means for us are far more than enough to bring about not just a thankfulness but a true 
joy which transcends difficulty and trial.

! vs. 10-11 “good tiding of great joy...for unto you...”

•  This was no longer just for those who could fulfill the law.
•  God sent His angels to those least capable of meeting the qualifications for 

                    forgiveness.
•  He chose shepherds to model for us His complete work that would be 

                    completed through Christ death on the cross.

The words spoken to these shepherds produced such a response of joy in them that 
they immediately left their flocks and ran (vs. 16) to see this thing which had been done.  
The result was a compulsion to tell all those who would listen to the good news which 
had been delivered to them (vs. 17).

Psalm 51:12
 “Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation.”



We must not miss the fact that salvation belongs to the Lord.  Too many believers 
confuse this salvation with being dependent on their efforts or ability to obey.  Salvation 
belongs to the Lord, He initiated it, He made the rules for it and He fulfilled the 
requirements for it that we might be called sons and daughters of His.
It is too easy to lose sight of this fact, resulting in the burden of our salvation being 
placed back on our ability to abide by a set of rules, robbing us of our joy.

It is difficult if not impossible to convince people of a gospel that is lacking joy.

Life without joy will result in a life without strength: strength to face the challenges, 
strength to share your faith, strength to love your family, strength to give when nothing 
can be given in return

Nehemiah 8:10:  “Don’t be sad and dejected for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

This is not a manufactured joy, it’s a supernatural joy that comes from meditating on 
God’s word, His promises, His plan, His gospel.  
When we meditate on these things, no matter what we are facing, we cannot help but 
be transformed by the joy of the Lord that comes as a result.
The good news of the gospel produces joy because it isn’t bound by circumstances or 
timing, attitudes or action.  It is a gift, given by the great gift giver, to those whom could 
not save themselves but found themselves being redeemed none the less.

Close
James 1: 2-4

“Count it all joy when you encounter various trials...”

When it seems nothing is going our way, life has become a burden, relationships are 
falling apart, the enemy is at the door, count it a joy knowing that the gospel of Jesus, 
the good news of salvation establishes for us a plan of hope and redemption.  Allow the 
meditation on God’s word to transform your mind and your heart bringing you an 
overwhelming joy.  
We need the good news in our life.  It is our strength, our testimony and our joy.


