
The Hidden Keys of Praise

Introduction
In my personal experience, I have been amazed at the unity of worship around the 
world.  Whether in China, India, Africa or the U.S., I have found an instant unity of 
worship in the churches I have been in.  Though the beat and meter often changes due 
to culture, the songs and words are the same allowing the Body of Christ to worship in 
unity and harmony throughout the world.  
It is the Charismatic Church that has lead the Body of Christ in the pursuit of true 
worship and it is truly an amazing display of grace.  But there is a missing ingredient in 
many churches today as well as a missing ingredient in individual lives.  This sermon is 
about praise and giving a “Sacrifice of thanksgiving” to the Lord.  
Worship must begin with praise.  Worship must begin with the giving of thanks.
______________________________

Opening scripture, Psalm 100

1 Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth. 2 Serve the LORD with gladness ; Come 
before Him with joyful singing. 3 Know that the LORD Himself is God ; It is He who 
has made us, and not we ourselves ; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 
4 Enter His gates with thanksgiving And His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, 
bless His name. 5 For the LORD is good ; His lovingkindness is everlasting And His 
faithfulness to all generations.

The two highlighted sentences give clear instruction that the beginning of our worship 
must begin with praise.
• Praise looks to the past and catalogs the events that God has done.
• Praise is vocal, demonstrative and joyful.
• Praise is an act of humility that declares that without God’s intervention, love and 

mercy, circumstances would be worse and not better.

Isaiah 1:11... "What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?" Says the LORD. "I have had 
enough of burnt offerings of rams And the fat of fed cattle ; And I take no pleasure in 
the blood of bulls, lambs or goats

Through the prophet Isaiah, God declares that He was sick of the worship of Israel.  
Why?  Because all they were doing was religious rituals that made them feel like they 
were worshipping.  That is why we must begin with praise.  Praise shifts attention away 
from what we are doing, how we are doing it as well as comparisons between 
ourselves and others and shifts all attention on what God has already done.

When we lose a heart of thankfulness it is replaced with self-sufficiency ...
• self sufficiency leads to sin
• sin leads to more selfish behavior
• selfishness to greed
• and greed to wanting more



But when you begin by rehearsing the goodness of God, your heart is positioned for 
true worship instead of empty singing.  

Two Biblical Illustrations of the Hidden Key to Praise

2 Kings 6:8-17
• The enemies of Israel were constantly having their plans thwarted  by Elisha, the 

great prophet of God.
• Elisha would hear from God and warn the king of Israel, thus averting a defeat by the 

Aramean kingdom.
• Finally, the enemy king decided to kill the prophet and sent his army to surround the 

city where Elisha was living.  (see vs. 13-14)
• Elisha’s servant rose early in the morning and discovered the enemy that had 

surrounded the city with horses and chariots...

Vs. 15-16...
15 Now when the attendant of the man of God had risen early and gone out, behold, 
an army with horses and chariots was circling the city. And his servant said to him, 
"Alas, my master ! What shall we do ?" 16 So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who 
are with us are more than those who are with them."

vs. 15...  Ever woken up in the morning to a brewing disaster?  Ever woken up and 
suddenly realized that the day will be filled with heartache?  This is what the servant of 
Elisha must have felt that day.  His response to Elisha was, “what shall we do?” which is 
the same question we often ask ourselves and God.  Elisha’s response follows.
vs. 16... “Do not fear!”  ... This is one of the most often repeated admonitions in the 
bible recorded over 50 times.
 “Those who are will us are more than those who are with them.”  John said, 
“Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world.”(1 John 4:4)  This is not a 
promise, it is TRUTH!  
vs. 17... “Open his eyes that he might see.”  There is all kinds of blindness but being 
blind to the spiritual battle around us can be the most damaging.  It causes us to 
complain, whine, back-bite, and gossip.  In other words, being blind to the truth causes 
thanklessness to paralyze true worship of God.
If you don’t have a vision of God’s kindness and mercy, you will not be free to offer a 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.  One of the greatest truths that causes me to be 
thankful is, “Those who are with ME are more than those with them... Greater is He that 
is in ME than he that is in the world.”
_________________________________________________________________

Acts 16 tells the story of Paul and Silas in the Philippian jail.  They has been beaten, 
abused, thrown in jail and placed in stocks.  But Paul and Silas knew God, His 
covenant and His promises.  They had spiritual eyes to see that greater is He that is in 
me than he that is in the world.  
As they began to praise God, Heaven came down and caused a great revival to break 
out.  Many souls were saved that night because of two saints who knew how to praise.



Close
Hebrews 13:5
Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what 
you have ; for He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER 
FORSAKE YOU.”

Do you realize that our world is crumbling away because of the love of money?  If there 
is an enemy surrounding us, it’s name is Greed, Mammon, Want, Riches, Money, 
Wealth.

But God has promised that those who trust in Him and not the horses and chariots of 
this world, that He - the Owner of all creation - will never leave us or forsake us.  

All you need is your eyes open to understand that truth!


