
The Principle of Sowing and Reaping

Introduction
Once again, a brief review of the plan of action that we will embark on in 2012 was 
rehearsed.  I encourage you to review the three step plan again!  It is important to 
repeat this plan so that there is no illusion concerning the practical and sacrificial 
aspects that this project will entail.

The Garden Story
Begin your preparation by reviewing Genesis 1&2.  This story of creation takes on fresh 
meaning as you dig through for insights and vision.

Just how big was the Garden?  This is the question that I posed to encourage people to 
understand the tremendous generosity of our God.  The garden was a magnificent gift 
presented to Adam and demonstrates the character of God: 
• He is generous beyond comparison!
• He is giving without a thought of getting!

One of the greatest gifts in the Garden creation was the establishment of a divine 
principle called ‘The Principle of the Seed’.  The best description of this principle is 
found in Galatians 6:7: 

“Whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”

God gave every seed to Adam that was good to eat and good to plant.  The principle 
was that the seed: 
• Would always produce more that the seed itself. 
• Would always produce the same kind of plant. 
• Would not produce anything if it was was not sown first.

Adam was given everything that man wants today as well as the great gift of the seed.  
Everything in the Garden was turned over to him to rule and to cultivate.  Everything, 
that is, except one single tree, the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  God said to 
Adam, “Adam, you have every tree in the Garden to eat from.  You have all the seeds to 
plant and grow...even the Tree of Life is yours! But that tree, the Tree of the Knowledge 
of Good and Evil, belongs to Me and Me alone.  Everything else is yours.  That one tree 
is Mine.  Don’t touch it.
_____________________________
Explanations of Trees
The Tree of Life represents the gift of experiencing the life of God.  When we partake of 
that tree, we are partaking of God’s gift of everlasting life.
The Tree of Good and Evil is human autonomy.  It is self-rule and independence from 
God in all areas of our life.
______________________________



Application

• God gives us everything except the little slice that He claims as His own.
• He releases to us:  Authority, rulership, work in and out of His Kingdom, a relationship 

with Him and others.

The one tree that He tells us not to touch is the tree of “self-rule.”  That means deciding 
for myself, making my own way, “God helps those who help themselves,” or the idea 
that I can do it on my own. Just like Adam and Eve, we tend to see what we don’t have 
instead of what we do have.

So, how do we begin to Build a Legacy that Lasts?
• The whole story of the Garden is about giving and not getting.
• God simply desires His children to be like Him.
• He doesn’t want us to catch a vision of getting but catch a vision of giving!

Adam saw the one part he didn’t have and missed the tremendous blessing of what he 
did have.  The truth is that God will bless you because He is good and generous, not 
because you give.  Give so you can be like God and give to God what belongs to Him!

Close

1. Acts 20:35
! ! ! “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”! !

• God has a special blessing reserved for those who give instead of receive.
• It is not based on money, it is based on giving.
• It is not based in equality, it is based on the power of God invested in seed.

2. Haggai 2:19
! ! !  “Is the seed still in the barn?”

Get to planting!  Get the seed out of the barn and into the ground!  
Not just the tithe but:
• Forgiveness
• Kindness
• Mercy
• Goodness
He blesses because He is good and generous and we should give for that very same 
reason.  


