
Building a Legacy that Lasts...
The Principle of First Fruits

Please take the time to review the All-Church Meeting Notes, October 17, 2011 on the 
FieldNotes blog site.  The introduction to the sermon was a rehearsal of the three part 
plan to raise the finances for the new construction.  The scripture says, “First the 
natural, then the spiritual.”  (1Cor. 15:46)  It is important that we continue to tell people 
the plan so that everyone can rehearse it.  Now that the “natural” plan is clear, we have 
started to dig the well of spiritual understanding concerning giving, tithing, and God’s 
plan for financial blessing that is clear in His Word.  
_____________________________

The Principle of First Fruits

God’s plan for finances begins with understanding and embracing the divine principle of 
First Fruits, also known as:
• The principle of the first born
• The principle of the tithe

Exodus 13:2 says,
The firstborn belongs to the Lord...
This same principle of the first born is repeated 16 times in the Bible.

Exodus 13:12-13 gives further understanding,
You shall devote to the LORD the first offspring of every womb, and the first offspring of 
every beast that you own ; the males belong to the LORD. But every first offspring of a 
donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, but if you do not redeem it, then you shall break 
its neck ; and every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem.

In other words, the firstborn was either sacrificed or redeemed.  
• If it was an “unclean” animal (like a donkey) it was either killed or redeemed, bought 

back with a clean and spotless lamb.
• If it was a “clean” animal (like a lamb) it was sacrificed to the Lord.

Application
This truth becomes very clear when you consider the moment when John the Baptist 
saw Jesus and declared, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world!”
At that moment,
• He defined Jesus’ role as the spotless Lamb of God.
• He declared that Jesus was “clean” and was able to to redeem all of us who were 

unclean by sin.
• He stated the prophetic plan of the Father to sent His very own “firstborn” to redeem 

us back to Him.
• As a result, we were “bought back” by His sacrifice.
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Jesus was literally a first fruit offering.  He was God’s tithe!
_________________________

The principle of the firstborn gives clear meaning to Romans 5:8...
God demonstrated His own love towards us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.

In other words, the Father offered His Son, the spotless Lamb of God, long before there 
was any promise that I would repent and accept the sacrifice of the Son.  That is why 
we give our “first fruits” before we see the blessing of God.  We give in faith because it 
is part of the principle that the Lord established at the beginning of time.  This is not a 
law as some would suppose... it is a life principle.

Biblical Examples

1. The story of the Exodus takes on a whole new light when you understand this 
principle.  Every firstborn died except those that had been redeemed by a spotless 
lamb.  The blood of that lamb was applied across the door and mantle redeeming 
every first born under the roof of that house.  The first born, the first fruits, belong to 
the Lord!  Robert Morris said,

• “The first thing given is never lost. The first thing not given is always lost.”

2.  It is the same principle that Jesus stated in Matthew 16:25...
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it but whoever loses his life for My sake will 
find it.”

3.  Tithing is “first fruits” and the two terms are interchangeable in the scriptures.  It is 
the primary way that we acknowledge that God is first.  The tithe is the “first part” and 
belongs to God.  When it is sacrificed to Him, it redeems and blesses all that remains.  
One of the best examples of this is found long before the Law was established and is 
the perplexing story of Cain and Abel in Genesis 4:3-4.

• Cain’s offering took place “in the course of time”... not immediately but when he got 
around to it.

• It was “an offering”... not the first fruits but simply a share of the harvest he had taken.

Now look at Abel’s offering.
• He brought one the firstborn of his flock.
• “And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering.”  It is the principle of the first fruits!
It doesn’t mean pay your bills and see what is left.  It means to give to God first and He 
will redeem the rest.
________________________________
The conclusion of the sermon was a brief overview of Malachi 3:6-10.  It begins by 
stating, “I, the Lord, do not change” and ends with the exhortation to trust God with His 
promise to bless His promises.  Concentrate your discussion on the principle though.  I 
will be teaching out of Malachi in the future!


