
Voices from the Crowd: Timeless Wisdom from Four Bible Characters

Doctor Bobby Hill is an old friend of Freedom Fellowship Church.  He and his wife, 
Carrie, reside in Virginia Beach, Virginia where he teaches at Regent University among 
many other ministry opportunities.  Bobby is apostolic in calling, prophetic in nature 
and has the heart of a pastor for the local church.  He never comes to just preach a 
sermon but speaks a word from the Lord tailored to our circumstances.  

In that light, place these notes and his sermon in the context of the important events 
that are about to unfold for our church.  In your ministry this week with Home Ministries, 
draw parallels from the sermon to the events now set for the coming months. 

Here’s a suggestion for your discussion.  Go around the room and ask people which 
of the four life stories with which they most closely identify.  Choose one of the stories 
that seems to to the journey that our church is on.  Help your people see their story in 
light of the bigger story of the church God has placed them in.

_____________________________________________

Opening Scripture...Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Since we have such wonderful witnesses to our race, we should consider how we are 
running. Four biblical Characters step out of the crowd mentioned in Hebrews 12 to 
speak to us today!

I. NOAH: One Person Can Make a Difference...Genesis 6:5-8

Noah would say to us:

1) You can make a difference for God

2) You can make a difference for your family; Gen. 7:1

3) You can make a difference for future generations

4) You can make a difference at any age.

5) You can make a difference if you refuse to fear.



When you look at a rainbow remember, “One person can make a difference!”

II. JOSEPH: Don’t Give Up on Your Dream... Genesis 37:10;19-20

Dreams are conceived long before they are achieved. The period between 
the birth of a dream and its realization is known as the “Process”; this stage 
is filled with doubts, adversity, surprises, changes, good days and bad days. 

Promise – Problem – Provision... This is the biblical pattern of taking a dream 
to the threshold of reality.

Don’t give up on your dream, even when…

1) You didn’t start off well.

2) Your family is opposed to it.

3) Your Journey is full of surprises

Surprises in Joseph’s life:

• Sold into slavery, Favor at Potiphar’s house, Wrongly accused, 
Thrown into prison, Joseph placed in charge, Cupbearer forgets, 
Two years pass, Cupbearer remembers, Joseph interprets 
Pharoah’s dream

4) It feels like God has abandoned you. 

i.  Do you think Joseph struggled with this at times?  But the most 
often repeated phrase in his story is, “But the Lord was with 
Joseph.”

5) It takes a long time to realize your dream

i. Patience; Hebrews 10:

III. NEHEMIAH: Big Problems Can Be Solved

Is this problem big enough? The walls of Jerusalem are broken down and the 
people are troubles and in disgrace.



Words of Wisdom from Nehemiah

1) Follow a process when solving a problem

a. He sought information and understanding about the problem; Neh. 
1:1-2

b. He was personally affected by the reality of the problem. Neh. 
1:3-4

c. He fasted and prayed. Neh. 1:5-11

d. He shared the problem with the king. Neh 2:1-3

e. He asked for the king’s help. Neh. 2:4-9

f. He personally investigated the problem. Neh. 2:11-16

g. He cast vision with the Jews. Neh. 2:17-18

h. He received buy-in from the people. Neh. 2:19

i. He immediately faced opposition. Neh. 2:19

j. He expressed confidence in God’s help. Neh. 2:20

k. He organized and deployed the laborers. 

2) Don’t be afraid to ask for help!

3) Keep focused on the task at hand.

IV. ESTHER: God has Placed You Where He Needs You... Esther 4:14

When Esther's words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back this 
answer: "Do not think that because you are in the king's house you alone 
of all the Jews will escape.  For if you remain silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your 
father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal 
position for such a time as this?" 

• Esther was placed in a different family. Esther 2:7

• Esther was placed in a different culture.

• Esther was placed in a different country



• Esther was placed in the royal family.

No place is out of place when you are in God’s place!

Her words of encouragement…

1. At times you may not understand God’s planning and purpose for your 
life.

2. When you know God’s purpose for your life, you live life empowered and 
fulfilled.

3. Taking a risk is easier when you know God is in control!

_________________________________________________

Review:

1. Noah: One Person Can Make a Difference

2. Joseph: Don’t give up on your dream!

3. Nehemiah: Big Problems Can Be Solved!

4. Esther: God has Placed You Where He Needs You


