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The opening illustration was a pop quiz from the questions to become a U.S. citizen.  
I’ve included links to the entire list in the appendix in case you want to have some 
fun with your home ministry in seeing how many people are “good” citizens!

The question I asked was a take-off from this and was posed in the following way...
• If you were given a pop test on being a citizen of God’s Kingdom...

• How many questions would it have?
• What would you have to know and how long would it take to study for it?
• What requirements, education, experience or tenure would be required?

There is only one way to become a good citizen of God’s Kingdom and it has nothing 
to do with what I can do on my own.  The only way to become a citizen and to enjoy the 
righteousness, peace and joy of the Kingdom is through the cross of Jesus Christ.

Often times many will claim citizenship to the Kingdom without experiencing it as a 
daily part of life.  
------------------------------
Read John 10:10
“Which part of John 10:10 are you living in today?”  Don’t feel compelled to solve any 
problems right now.  Simply ask people to respond honestly.
--------------------------
Living as a citizen of the Kingdom with Kingdom benefits means experiencing a John 
10:10 lifestyle of....”life and life more abundantly” as opposed to “steal, kill and 
destroy.”  
 
To experience the benefits of full citizenship of the Kingdom we must:
 1. Understand the power of the Cross. 
 2. Apply it to our lives and our mission. 
 3. Return and meditate on the power of the cross on a daily basis

  (I suggest that you pick one of these to discuss instead of trying to cover all three.)

1. The Power of the Cross Colossians 2:13-15, Titus 3:3-7, 1Peter 1:3-5
! These scriptures strip away the O.T. plan to gain salvation by keeping the law.  
 Jesus has provided the only payment and now “whosoever will” can accept His 
 sacrifice as a substitute for their sin.  Now we can receive mercy because of 
 what Jesus has done.  What has He done?  “He has nailed my sin to His cross.”

2.  Applying this understanding to our lives and mission. Matthew 16:15-16
! Jesus’ response to Peter marked the first victory of Jesus’ life.  In other words, 
 the whole mission of Jesus was to “reveal the love of the Father” and Peter 
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 response showed that he had both received His love and the Holy Spirit’s 
 revelation of who Jesus was.  
 How did the Father reveal this to him?  Through Jesus Christ Himself!  This was 
 Jesus’ victory as the revealer of the Father’s love.  This was the first instance that 
 Jesus had been successful showing the Father’s will.
 vs. 18... “You are Peter (little stone) and upon this rock (foundational stone) I will 
   build my church.”  This is the building of the church.  Our word 
 “church” does not correctly express the idea of this greek word.  The word is 
 ecclesia and means a select group of people, a theocracy, a God-governed 
 people.  A people gathered by God for the purpose of authority and government 
 in the affairs of this world. Listen to the affection... “MY church!”

 Jesus then talks of the battle of the church... “the gates of Hades will not 
 prevail...” Up to the cross, the world lived inside the gates of hell and under the 
 curse of sin.  Jesus planted the church in His beloved world... inside the gate to 
 break through in freedom not on the outside to be separated from those who 
 need a champion.  
 The church’s commission is to burst open the gates of hell to release this world 
 from the curse.
 
3. OT Illustration of a Kingdom Lifestyle 
! Numbers 21:8
 “Make a serpent and set it on a pole.  When you look, you shall live.”
 John 3:14
 “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so I must be lifted up.”

This is the clearest illustration of both the horror and the majesty of the cross.  An 
object of shame and ridicule is still the greatest revelation of the power of the Kingdom 
of God.  But we must continue to turn to it, to look to it and meditate on it.  The cross is 
still the final ground that sin cannot get beyond.
And if we are to be Kingdom saints and citizens, we must return daily to the power of 
the cross.
_________________________________________

Appendix:
Links to Citizenship Questions
 http://usgovinfo.about.com/library/blinstst_new.htm
OR...
 http://uscitizenshiptestguide.com/text/sampletest.html

“The five toughest questions”
1.  What did the Emancipation Proclamation do?
2. Name one of the American Indian tribes.
3. Name one of the three authors of Federalist paper.
4. What is Susan B. Anthony famous for?
5. Who is the current Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court?
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