
How’s It Going?

We are working hard at refining the process of getting sermon notes your way.  A 
couple of the changes that have recently taken shape is that Pastor Dennis is writing 
up his notes which cuts down considerably on the time it takes to get them delivered to 
you.  

Another major change that will be coming in the next couple of weeks is the delivery 
system that we use.  We are currently developing an online blog that will host the notes 
along with other areas specific to leadership of FFC.  Our intention is to extend our 
communication as well as having an online community for comments and information.  

We could use your feedback!  Are the notes you are receiving a help or a hinderance?  
How can we improve on the format... too much information or too little?  Drop us an 
email and let us know!  

_____________________________________
Food for Thought
...and there arose another generation after them who did not know the Lord, nor yet the 
work which He had done for Israel.  Judges 2:10

Recent stats have shown a disturbing trend in churches.  Young people are not 
learning the bible.  Children are spending time in Sunday School and Kid’s Church yet 
are being fed spiritual junk food that doesn’t amount to transformation.  More and more 
adults are listening to self-help sermons that are littered with scripture instead of being 
based solely in the truth.  
That’s why it is important to not only discuss the scriptures but to teach the scriptures.  
Each week, I’ll include some of the basic teaching from the passage that you can use 
for your own biblical education as well as refreshing your home ministry as to the 
biblical basis of what we believe.  
It is our mission to feed sheep... to make sure that this generation that we serve knows 
the Lord through both the revelation and experience of His Word.

________________________________________

Parables of the Kingdom Series / “The Old and the New”
Sunday morning, July 17, 2011

Main Text... Matthew 13:52

This is the final parable in the list of 8 parables.  The parables are divided between 
those spoken to the multitude (4) that deal with the final days, and those spoken 
behind closed doors to the disciples (4), the theme of which is the choice God make to 
sacrifice everything for you and I.  The following gives the breakdown of the parables.



1. The parable of the Sower, seed and soil
2. The parable of the tares among the wheat
3. The mustard seed
4. The woman and the leaven
All of these are spoken to the multitudes

The message is ...
• Choose the Kingdom or this world because you can’t have both...

• choose the good soil to grow in
• do not be influenced by the tares that grow around you
• when the blessings of growth arrive, remember to stay focused 
• wicked behavior will leaven the life sacrificed to God.

The final four parables are spoken to those already committed...
• The treasure hidden in the field
• The pearl of great price
• The end time dragnet

These 3 parables tell of God’s choice of you and I
 ... He gave everything He had in order that we might have His Kingdom.
 ... We, His church, are the pearl of great price, destined to be His crown jewel 
  through eternity.
 ... And the day will come when the Kingdom will be lifted from time and He will 
take us to the place called Heaven that He has prepared.

(See appendix for illustration)

Now, the final parable... vs. 52,
“Therefore, every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of 
heaven is like a head of a household, who brings forth out of his treasure 
things new and old.”

Instead of describing the Kingdom, Jesus describes the lifestyle of those who embrace 
the Kingdom.  In other words, now that you understand where the Kingdom is headed, 
this is the way you are to live.

The person who understands the Kingdom is a ruler who distributes from the 
Kingdom’s treasures valuable and precious benefits wherever he is placed.

So what is the “old and new”?
It is a picture of an old established root that pushes out new growth and new fruit every 
year.  The “old root” is to be honored and protected.  
The old root includes things like...
• A return to Holy Living.  “The gift of freedom will always produce bondage in the 

undisciplined.”  Holiness will discipline your life, humble your rebellion, and teach you 
about God.

• A rejection of the doctrine of “me-ism.”



• Me-ism is the idea that life is about me, my happiness, meeting my needs and 
keeping me comfortable.  It has outpaced the biblical doctrine of crucifying the 
flesh.

• Embracing 3 great truths:
• God is sovereign
• God is love
• God wins

The church fails in its mission when we strip out the old for something new.  It also fails 
when we declare, “we don’t do it that way!” or “We’ve been here longer and we make 
the rules.”

If the Kingdom is to come than the old must mentor and serve the younger.  This is the 
greatest responsibility of any generation of Christians.  

Discussion Questions: 

1. Read vs. 52 again - Jesus explains the lifestyle of those who understand the 
Kingdom. Discuss how this is lived out today in your own life. Where is your focus? 
What is your treasure?

2. Discuss the difference in a ‘return to holy living’ versus the ‘doctrine of me-ism’ as it 
relates to our lives today. 

3. What are some examples today of the old serving the young? How does your life 
reflect this Kingdom responsibility?    

 

_______________________
appendix 

Quote from G. Campbell Morgan, Parables of the Kingdom, 1929
What then is the teaching of these parables in broad outline?  That this age is one of 
conflict from beginning to end; that it is characterized to a large extent by human 
failure; that it is an age in which God accomplishes definite purposes; that, as to the 
heavenly side, it is an age from which a people is gathered out to serve God througout 
the countless ages that are to come as the revealers of His grace and His love; that, as 
to the earthly value, it is an age that moves to a super-natural consummation.  These 
truths must be understood.  If we fail to perceive them, then our service may be 
sustained, but it will surely be defective.

 


